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Christmas Cat

Brian Setzer Becomes The New King Of Jingle Bell Rock

- or Surfdog Records artist Brian Setzer, it all began
with the 1996 comedy “Jingle All the Way™ starring
Arnold Schwarzrenegger and Sinbad, But make no
mistake: "I didn't pursue it, It pursued me," Setzer says with
a laugh.

*| was asked to create a new version of "Sleigh Ride' and
| had Darlene Love sing on it,” the three-time Grammy Award
winner says. While in the studio, Setzer says
he plctured a hyped-up sleigh ride through
the Bronx. | scuffed up the song a bit and
they loved it

So much so that Setzer ended up creaking
a handful of holiday songs for the original
meotion pleture soundtrack, including “%a
They Say It's Christmas," by Lou Rawls with
the Brian Setzer Orchestra.

Ten yaars later, Setzer has become the un-
official face of contemporary Christmas
miusic. This seasen alone, his mistlatos jams
are heard In such blg-screen vehicles as “Tha
canta Clause 3: The Escape Clause" and “Un-
accompanied Minars.” Fans of TV shows like
“My Mame |5 Earl” and "ER" are also familiar
wiith Setzer's holiday music.

The Brian Setzer Orchestra delivered its first holiday
album, “Boogie Waoogie Christmas,” in 2002, "Dig That Crazy
Christmas" followed last year. A live DVD, “Christmas Ex-
travaganzal," was also released in 2005, The WEA-
distributed discs, which are marketed via direct-responsa
T campaigns and retall programs with the major big boxes,
have collectively sold more than 500,000 units, accarding
to Mielsen SoundScan.

According to Surfdeg owner/president Dave Kaplan, the
lieensing of Setzer's Christmas music to films and TV shows
"hrings in & great chunk of change. It's been a significant
revanue source to Brian and the label.”

To be sure, Setzer is having the time of his life being—as

Kaplan jokingly calls him="the king of Christmas."

=l couldn't put the breaks on this even if | tried," Set-
zer says of his seasonal music, which complemants his
full-time gig as a recker, “Now, it's become this blg big-
band spectacle.”

indeed, Setzer and his 18-piece archestra kicked off their
fifth annual Christmas Extravaganza tour Mov, 20 in Milwau-
kea, For this four-week, 24-date trak, fans
will hear, in addition toe “Jingle Bell Rock,”
classic Stray Cats songs as well a3 new tracks
from the recently releasad “13," Satzer's 13th
album of ariginal material. Dave Kaplan Man-
agemeant oversees Setzer's career and Guy
Richard of the Willilam Morris Agency han-
dles his bockings.)

The ealar scheme for this year's tour is
blue and gold, Setzer says, White Christ-
mas treos with blue lights, for example.
“and I'll have a blue sparkle gultar that
Gretsch made ma."

Coinciding with the live trek are several
TV appearances, including NBC's "Today
Show, Weekend Edition” Mov, 25 and "Late
Might With Conan O"Brien" Mow. 28,

“Brian has this way of bringing the guitar aut of the big-
band background to become a lead instrumant—not just to
imitate jazz horms but to add a bit of reck'n"roll to the mix,™ says
Andrea DCAmbrosio, a producer on "Taday Show, Weakend
Edition.” Take this concept inte Santa Claus seazon and his
music goes beyond "your regular holiday album,” she adds. "It
becomes “a great party album, with Brian's bad-boy swing
attitude and fun® leading the way.

"lt"s funny,” Setzer says, "what started out as fans say-
ing, ‘Let's go see what this show could be about’ five years
ago has become more like, "We can't wait, let's get our tick-
ets early.” It's become an event that peopleé want to see
evVery year" "




